SCRIPT	
  How	
  to	
  Use	
  the	
  JAINpedia	
  Resource	
  Box	
  
Hello and welcome to another in the series of videos in the JAINpedia project, which
can help teachers and young people learn about the faith of Jainism. In this video we
will be exploring one of the most exciting of the resources for schools that are being
created as part of the wider JAINpedia project. The JAINpedia Resource Box
contains objects that can be used in the classroom or anywhere you want young
people to find out more about the Jain faith.

Benefits	
  of	
  the	
  Box	
  
The Resource Box can be used not only by
your pupils to find out about beliefs and lives
of Jains but can also to explore aspects of
Indian art and design; as a launch pad for
imaginative and descriptive writing; or to
work on citizenship issues such as nonviolence or living in poverty. It can be used
either in conjunction with the JAINpedia and
Learn Jainism websites or it can be used as
a stand-alone resource.
Whilst the JAINpedia and Learn Jainism
websites provide rich learning experiences
for your pupils, the use of physical objects
as teaching tools can help to deepen both
their knowledge and understanding of the
Jain faith. Their weight, the texture, material
and even the smell can only be experienced
by handling the contents of the Resource
Box. It encourages pupils to ‘read’ an object
for clues and so develop their observational
skills; to speculate on both their function and meaning; and to discuss their thoughts
and feelings with others in the classroom.
If there are any Jain children in your class, then you can ask them if there are any
objects either at home or elsewhere they are familiar with that look like the objects in
the box.
Go to: www.learnjainism.org/teaching-jainism/for-teachers/resource-box.html
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Contents	
  of	
  the	
  box	
  
Let’s go through some of the objects in the Resource Box and see how they could be
used in the classroom.

Statue	
  of	
  Mahavira	
  
Whilst it is almost impossible to tell who this statue represents without being told, it is
clear that this is somebody of huge significance within the Jain faith. Pupils holding
this statue will probably feel that it is quite heavy for its size, that the material is very
smooth and highly decorated. Do your pupils think that the statue is made of an
expensive material? The use of decorative rich colours also shows that they are
looking at somebody very important.
Once they have been told that it is Mahavira, the last of the Tirthankaras, then they
can explore the statue in more detail. Why do the pupils think Mahavira is sitting in
that particular position? It may even remind them of some Hindu or Buddhist images
that use the same sitting position. What do they think that the statue might be used
for?

Jain	
  Monk	
  and	
  Nun	
  
These figures of a Jain monk and nun can tell us a lot
about the simple lives that these people live.
Ask your pupils to look closely at the two figures and to
discuss what they appear to have in common. They will
probably notice that they are both barefoot; they are both
clothed in white; they are both holding a walking stick; and
they both appear to be carrying something red in one of
their hands.
What can all of this tell your pupils about the lives of Jain
monks and nuns? It may be worth emphasising the fact
that Jain monks and nuns live with as few objects as
possible. Why are they carrying walking sticks? Does it
suggest that they do a lot of walking? What are those red
objects? In a moment we will see.

Begging	
  bowls	
  
These are models of the bowls that Jain monks and nuns carry with them at all
times. They are used for donations of food, which are given to them by those who
offer alms.

Mouth-‐cloth	
  and	
  cotton	
  broom	
  
The mouth-cloth and broom can be used alongside this image of Jain monks that
can be found on the Learn Jainism website.
Go to: www.learnjainism.org/resources/image-bank/beliefs-and-practices.html#3
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Example	
  of	
  how	
  to	
  use	
  the	
  objects	
  
Can your pupils find the objects in the picture?
This is a good time to explore the concept of
non-violence or Ahimsa.
Hold the cloth up to your mouth and start to
sweep the floor as you walk along. Can your
pupils work out what this has to do with nonharm? Once they have found out, then these
objects can become the basis of a discussion
about how we can all avoid harm to others.

Other	
  items	
  in	
  the	
  box	
  
Alongside these and all of the other objects in the
Resource Box we have also included the two books on
Jainism for children published by the Institute of Jainology.
These are included so that your pupils can read them as
background information before looking at the objects in the
box. Don’t forget that many of the images in the books and
of the objects in the box can be downloaded from the
Learn Jainism website.
There are also teachers’ notes in the box which will give
you more detailed background information on each object
and which also include some more ideas about how the
Resource Box can be used across the curriculum and with
every Key Stage and year group.

Order	
  the	
  box	
  
You can find out how to order the JAINpedia Resource Box on the Learn Jainism
website, which you can find at www.learnjainism.org.
We hope that you will find the Resource Box a valuable addition to your school and
that you and your colleagues will be able to use it for many years to come.
Go to:
www.learnjainism.org
www.learnjainism.org/contact-us.html
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